THE  LETTERS   OF  KING  HENRY  VIII

Fourthly, as touching Bruno, we will ye shall allure and
procure him to serve us earnestly, as much as shall be possible
for you to do. And as for his pension, for this beginning we be
pleased to grant unto him 5 or 600 crowns by year, the less or the
more to be at your discretion; and as his service shall appear here-
after acceptable unto us, so peraventure to increase it. And for
the first payment thereof, we will you take one year's pension
of such our treasure as remaineth in our Treasurer of Calais'
hands, or is or shall be brought from our servant Thomas
Chamberlain to our said Treasurer; which, taking his oath if it
may be, otherwise his promise in writing, to do us service, you
may, if he condescend thereunto, secretly deliver unto him, with
a cipher to advertise us of -the state of things in Almayn from
time to time, as occasion shall serve; giving him such good words
withal, on our behalf, as may both encourage him to serve us
truly and diligently, and minister hope unto him of more ample
benefit at our hands, if he shall show himself no less willing to
the advancement of our affairs and diligent in our service than
we have conceived good trust of him.

Finally, if in the end of this your long conference the French
Commissioners will neither come on more roundly in the con-
ditions of peace, nor assent to a truce in such sort as we have
prescribed unto you, but will break off; our pleasure is, that you
shall both give immediate notice thereof to our Ambassadors -with
the Emperor, and also give knowledge of the same to our officers
at Boulogne, Guisnes and Calais, to the intent every of them may
see the better to the guard of their pieces, and consider also by
what means and with what numbers the enemy may be most
troubled; advertising us of their opinions therein, to the intent
we may further dispose, as to us shall be thought convenient.

In spite of these negotiations, however, the war continued
to be waged in a desultory fashion throughout the winter of
1545, Henry would not yield Boulogne, and was adamant on
the question of Scotland. The Council were only too anxious to
give up Boulogne, Norfolk, the treasurer, being convinced that
a continuance of the war would ruin the realm. His son, Surrey,
who was in command there, urged Henry to keep it; and one of
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